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Country Profile
                           Country Profile         
Land area
Indicated the total land area, the area covered by water bodies and total country area: 
Year
Total land area (km2) 
Water bodies 
(km2)
Total country area
(km2)
Comments
Demographics 
Estimates of the urban, rural and total population living in your country: 
Year
Urban (thousands)
Rural (thousands)
Total  (thousands)
Comments
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality 
SO1-1          Trends in land cover         
Land cover
Quantitative data
National level estimates of the distribution of the main land cover classes (in kilometres squared (km2)).
Default data are derived from the 
and they can be amended as appropriate.
Land cover (km2)
Year
Tree-covered areas 
 Grassland 
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
 Other Land
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
Net area change 
Land cover area change matrix (in squared kilometers).
Initial class
Final class
Tree-covered areas 
Grassland
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
Other land
Tree-covered areas
Grassland 
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
Other land
Please answer the following question if you have edited or replaced the default data using other data sources:
Sources of information
Provide the source of data. 
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
Qualitative assessment
Interpretation of the indicator
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive land cover changes as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers:
  Land conversion
Net area
Driver(s)
Description
From
To
change 
(Km2)
Direct
(Choose one or more items)
Indirect
(Choose one or more items)
of changes 
Comments
Hotspots/brightspots
Indicate where in your country the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to land cover are located:
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Area (Km2)
Comments
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land 
degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
SO1-2          Trends in land productivity or functioning of the land         
Land productivity dynamics
Quantitative data
National level estimates of land productivity dynamics within each land cover type: area covered by each class of land productivity dynamics (in km2).
 
 
Default data are derived from the
and they can be amended as appropiate
Net land productivity dynamics      
(km2)
Land cover class
Declining
Moderate decline
Stressed
Stable
Increasing
No data
Tree-covered areas
Grassland
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
Other land
Estimates of land productivity dynamics for areas where a land conversion to a new land cover type has taken place (in km2)
 
Land conversion         Net area change         
Net area change
Net land productivity dynamics 
(km2)
From
To
km2
Declining
Moderate decline
Stressed
Stable
Increasing
Please answer the following questions if you have edited or replaced the default data using other data sources: 
Other metrics
If your country uses a different metric to assess land productivity (e.g. Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI), Enhanced vegetation Index (EVI)), specify which metric your country uses and provide the  data here.
Sources of information
Provide the source of data
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land 
degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
Qualitative assessment
Interpretation ofthe indicator
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in land productivity as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers:
Land cover class / Land conversion	
Area (km2)
Land productivity dynamics	
Direct (choose one or more items)
Indirect (choose one or more items)
Comments
Hotspots/Brightspots
Indicate where in your country the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to land productivity are located.
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Area(km2)
Comments
Complementary         information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary document	
into the space provided on the PRAIS portal 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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
SO1-3          Trends in carbon stocks above and below ground
Soil organic carbon stocks
Quantitative data
National level estimates of the soil organic carbon (SOC) stock in topsoil (0-30 cm) within each land cover type (in tonnes per hectare). 
Default data are derived from the
and they can be amended as appropriate.
Soil organic carbon stock in topsoil (t/ha)
Year
Tree-covered areas 
 Grassland 
Cropland
Wetland
Artificial surfaces
 Other Land
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
Estimates of change of organic carbon stock in soil due to land conversion to a new land cover type
Land conversion
Net area change
Soil organic carbon (SOC) stock change      
From
To
km2
Initial SOC stock (t/ha)
Final SOC stock (t/ha)
Initial SOC stock total 
Final SOC stock total
SOC stock change (t)
Please answer the following question if you have edited or replaced the default data using other data sources:
Sources of  information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary document	
into the space provided on the PRAIS portal 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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
 Qualitative assessment 
Interpretation of the indicator
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in organic carbon stock in soil as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers
Land cover class / Land conversion	
Area (km2)
Soil organic carbon stock change (t/ha)
Direct (choose one or more items)
Indirect (choose one or more items)
Comments
Hotspots/Brightspots
Indicate where in your country the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to soil organic carbon stock are located
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Area(sq km)
Comments
Complementary         information         
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary document	
into the space provided on the PRAIS portal	
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land  degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
SO1           Proportion of land that is degraded over total land area (Sustainable Development Goal indicator 15.3.1)
Proportion of land that is degraded 
Indicate the total area of land that is degraded (in km2), and the proportion of degraded land relative to the total land area (defined as the total surface area of a country less the area covered by inland waters, like major rivers and lakes ), and the year.
Total area of 
degraded land
(Km2)
Proportion of         degraded land
Year
Method
Did you use the 3 sub-indicators (i.e. land cover, land productivity dynamics and soil organic carbon stock) to compute the proportion of land that is degraded?
 (i.e. land cover, land productivity dynamics and soil organic carbon stock) to compute the proportion of land that is degraded?
 
 
Did you apply the One Out, All Out principle to compute the proportion of land that is degraded?
If no, indicate the method used to assess the proportion of land that is degraded  
Level of confidence 
Indicate your country's level of confidence in the assessment of the proportion of land that is degraded:
Describe why the assessment has been given the level of confidence selected above: 
Complementary information
 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 1: To improve the condition of affected ecosystems, combat desertification/land degradation, promote sustainable land management and contribute to land degradation neutrality
SO1           Voluntary targets
Land degradation neutrality targets
Has your country set any land degradation neutrality target(s)?
List any LDN target your country has set, and indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (e.g. national level, subnational level, specific targets). 
Target
Year
Level of application
Is your country planning to set any LDN target(s)?   
Other targets
List any other target relevant to strategic objective 1  that your country has set, and indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (e.g. national, subnational):
Target
Year
Level of application
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 2: To improve the living conditions of affected populations 
SO2-1           Trends in population living below the relative poverty line and/or income inequality in affected areas
Relevant metric
Choose the metric relevant to your country:
Proportion of population below the international poverty line
Quantitative data
Estimates of the proportion of population below the international poverty line (percentage) The 'international poverty line' is currently set at USD 1.90 a day based on 2011 purchasing power parity.
 
Year
Proportion of population below the international poverty line 
Sources of information
Provide the source of data. 
Income inequality
  
Quantitative data
Estimate of income inequality (Gini index).
 
Year
Income inequality (Gini Index)
Sources of information
Provide the source of data. 
Qualitative assessment   
Interpretation of the indicator 
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in the indicator as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers. 
Change in the indicator
Driver(s)
Comments
Direct
(Choose one or more items)
Indirect
(Choose one or more items)
Hotspots/brightspots
If disaggregated data (e.g. per administrative division, urban vs. rural, affected areas etc.) are available in your country, indicate where the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to this indicator are located.
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Comments
Complementary information  
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 2: To improve the living conditions of affected populations
SO2-2           Trends in access to safe drinking water in affected areas
Proportion of population using an improved drinking water source
Quantitative data
Estimates of the proportion of population using safely managed drinking water services.
Year
Urban
 (Percent)
Rural
 (Percent)
Total
(Percent)
Sources of information
Provide the source of data. 
Qualitative assessment  
Interpretation of the indicator 
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in the indicator as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers.
 
Change in the indicator
Driver(s)
Comments
Direct
(Choose one or more items)
Indirect
(Choose one or more items)
Hotspots/brightspots
If disaggregated data (e.g. per administrative division, urban vs. rural, affected areas etc.) are available in your country, indicate where the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to this indicator are located.
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Comments
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 2: To improve the living conditions of affected populations
SO2           Voluntary targets
Targets
List any target relevant to strategic objective 2 that your country has set, and indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (e.g. national, subnational):
Target
Year
Level of application
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 3: To mitigate, adapt to, and manage the effects of drought in order to enhance  resilience of vulnerable populations and ecosystems
SO3           Indicators 
Nationally relevant indicators 
Which indicators is your country using to measure progress towards strategic objective 3, related targets and/or specific expected impacts? 
Indicator
Qualitative assessment
Comments 
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal 
SO3           Voluntary targets 
Targets
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal. 
Target
Year
Level of application
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal. 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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 4: To generate global environmental benefits through effective implementation of the United nations Convention to Combat Desertification
SO4-1           Trends in carbon stocks above and below ground
Trends in carbon stock above and below ground is a multi-purpose indicator used to measure progress towards both strategic objectives 1 and 4. Quantitative data and a qualitative assessment of trends in this indicator are reported under strategic objective 1, progress indicator SO1-3.
SO4-2           Trends in abundance and distribution of selected species
Quantitative data
Red List Index of species survival
Year
Red List Index 
Sources of information
Provide the source of data
Qualitative assessment  
Interpretation of the indicator 
Based on the quantitative data, describe the most significant negative or positive changes in the indicator as well as their direct and/or indirect drivers:
Change in the indicator
Driver(s)
Comments
Direct
(Choose one or more items)
Indirect
(Choose one or more items)
Hotspots/brightspots
If disaggregated data (e.g. by ecosystems, habitats, and other political and geographic divisions) are available in your country, indicate where the most significant hotspots/brightspots related to this indicator are located. 
Hotspots/brightspots
Location
Comments
Complementary information 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 4: To generate global environmental benefits through effective implementation of the United nations Convention to Combat Desertification
SO4           Voluntary targets 
Targets
List any target relevant to strategic objective 4 that your country has set and indicate the expected year of achievement and level of application (e.g. national, subnational). Which additional indicators is your country using to measure progress towards strategic objective 1, 2 and 3 and related targets?  
Target
Year
Level of application
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal.
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Strategic objectives
Additional indicators for strategic objectives 1, 2 and 4
SO1,2 and 4           Additional indicators
Nationally relevant indicators
Which additional indicators is your country using to measure progress towards strategic objectives 1, 2 and 4 and related targets? 
Indicator
Relevant strategic objective or target
Qualitative assessment
Comments 
Complementary         information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant and upload any complementary data/document into the space provided on the PRAIS portal. 
Page  of 
Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial 
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective 
partnerships at global and national level
SO5-1           Trends in International Bilateral and Multilateral Official Development Assistance
Quantitative data
Total amount of bilateral official development assistance (ODA) committed for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention over the previous five years.
Data derived from information reported to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Development Assistance Committee (DAC), based on the Rio marker classification for desertification; they can be amended as appropriate.  
Year
Total ODA committed for activities relevant to theimplementation of the         Convention
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
Sources of
 
information
If you have used other global/regional data sources or national data, please provide the source of data. 
Qualitative assessment
Complementary information
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant, including trends emerging from the data as indicated above and how they relate to financing the implementation of the Convention, and the types of projects and/or regions or countries on which your country has focused to the greatest extent.
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective 
partnerships at global and national level
 
SO5-2           Trends in domestic public resources
Qualitative assessment
Trends in amount of domestic desertification financing
Choose the option representing the trend in the total amount of financing relevant for implementation of the Convention committed at the national level during the five-year period from 2012 to 2016
 Trends in national-level financing for activities relevant         to the implementation of the Convention
Up
Û
Stable
ÙÚ
Down
Ü
Unknown
 ~
Sources of
information
 
Provide the source of trend information
Complementary information 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant, including trends emerging from the data as indicated above and how they relate to financing the implementation of the Convention, and the types of projects and/or regions on which national-level financing has focused to the greatest extent.
Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective
partnerships at global and national level
Qualitative assessment 
Trends in number of         co-financing partners
Choose the option representing the trend in the number of co-financing partners for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention between 2012 and 2016
.
 Number of co-financing partners for activities relevant         to the implementation of the Convention         
Up
Û
Stable
ÙÚ
Down
Ü
Unknown
 ~
Sources of
 
information
 
Provide the source of trend information.
Complementary information 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant, including trends emerging from the data as indicated above and how they relate to financing the implementation of the Convention, and the types of projects and/or regions or countries on which co-financing partners have focused to the greatest extent.
SO5-3           Trends in number of co-financing partners
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Strategic objectives
Strategic objective 5: To mobilize substantial and additional financial and non-financial 
resources to support the implementation of the Convention by building effective 
partnerships at global and national level
SO5-4           Resources Mobilized from Innovative Sources of Finance, Including from the Private Sector
Qualitative assessment
 
 
Trends in resources mobilized from innovative sources of finance
Choose the option representing the trend in the resources mobilized from innovative sources of finance, including from the private sector, for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention for the four-year period between 2012 and 2016 
Amount of resources mobilized from innovative sources of finance, including from the private sector for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention
Up
Û
Stable
ÙÚ
Down
Ü
Unknown
 ~
Sources of
 
information
 
Provide the source of trend information. 
Complementary information 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant, including trends emerging from the data as indicated above and how they relate to financing the implementation of the Convention, and types of projects and/or regions or countries on which innovative sources of finance have focused to the greatest extent. 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Implementation Framework Financial and non-financial resources 
Increasing mobilization of financial and non-financial resources for the implementation of the Convention from international and domestic, public and private sources as well as from local communities, including non-traditional funding sources, and climate finance;
Increasing
mobilization of resources 
 
Would you like to share an experience on how your country has increased the mobilization of resources?
If yes, was this 
What sources were mobilized?
Narrative
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in the mobilization of financial and  non-financial resources for the implementation of the Convention?
Narrative
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation framework 
Financial and non-financial resources
Taking advantage of the opportunity of using land degradation neutrality as a framework to enhance the coherence, effectiveness and multiple benefits of investments. 
Using LDN as a framework to increase investment 
Would you like to share how your country has taken advantage of the LDN concept to enhance the coherence, effectiveness and multiple benefits of investments?  
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation framework 
Financial and non-financial resources
Improving the use of existing and/or innovative financial processes and institutions (such as the Global Environment Facility (GEF) or other newer funds)
Improving existing and/or innovative financial processes and institutions 
Would you like to share an experience on how your country has improved the use of existing and/or innovative financial processes and institutions?
If yes, is your experience about using    
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in the improvement of existing or innovative financial processes and institutions? 
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below. 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Implementation Framework
Policy and planning 
Developing, implementing, revising and regularly monitoring, as appropriate, national, subregional and regional action programmes and/or plans as effective tools for UNCCD implementation
Action Programmes
Would you like to share an experience on how your country/subregion/region/institution has developed or helped develop, implement, revise or regularly monitor action programmes?
If yes, at which level has this happened or is it happening 
Is your experience about
Narrative
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.
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Implementation framework 
Policy and planning 
Establishing policies and enabling environments for promoting and implementing solutions to combat desertification/land degradation and mitigate the effects of drought including prevention, relief and recovery
Establishing policies
Would you like to share an experience on how your country institution has established or helped establishing policies and enabling environments to promote and/or implement solutions to combat desertification/land degradation and mitigate the effects of drought?
If yes, have those policies and enabling environments aimed at
Is your experience about
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.  
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in establishing policies and enabling environments for promoting and implementing solutions to combat desertification/land degradation and mitigate the effects of drought including prevention, relief and recovery?
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation framework 
Policy and planning 
Leveraging synergies and integrating DLDD into national plans related to the multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs), in particular the other Rio conventions and other international commitments, as appropriate, within their respective mandates, optimizing efficacy and eliminating duplication of efforts. 
Synergies
Would you like to share an experience on how your country has leveraged synergies and integrated DLDD into national plans related to other MEAs, in particular the other Rio conventions and other international commitments? 
If yes, the actions have aimed at: 
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant.  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Implementation framework 
Policy and planning
Mainstreaming DLDD as appropriate into economic, environmental and social policies, with a view to increasing the impact and effectiveness of the implementation of the Convention
Mainstreaming DLDD 
Would you like to share an experience on how your country is mainstreaming DLDD in economic, environmental and social policies, with a view to increasing the impact and effectiveness of the implementation of the Convention
If yes, DLDD was mainstreamed into: 
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation Framework Policy and planning 
Establishing national policies, measure and governance for drought preparedness and	
management including drought contingency plans according to the mandate of the	
Convention.
National policies
Would you like to share an experience on how your country established/is establishing national	policies, measures and governance for drought preparedness and management including drought contingency plans?
1. If yes, does your country have a drought contingency plan?
2. If yes, is your country establishing :
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in establishing policies, measures and governance for drought preparedness and management, including drought contingency plans in accordance with the mandate of the Convention?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
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Implementation framework 
Action on the Ground
Implementing sustainable land management practices
SLM practices
Would like to share experiences on how your country is implementing sustainable land management (SLM) practices to address DLDD?
If yes, what types of SLM practices are being implemented?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in the implementation of SLM practices?
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
 
 SLM practices are being implemented?
Click here to enter text.
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Implementation framework
Implementing restoration and rehabilitation practices in order to assist with the recovery of ecosystem functions and services
Restoration and rehabilitation 
Would like to share experiences on how your country is involved in restoration and rehabilitation practices in order to assist with the recovery of ecosystem functions and services?
If yes, what types of practices are being implemented?
At what level does your country implement the restoration and rehabilitation practices?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in the restoration and rehabilitation practices in order to assist with the recovery of ecosystem functions and services?
Narrative 
If yes, describe your experience below.
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Implementation framework 
Action on the Ground
Developing and operationalizing drought risk management, monitoring and early warning systems and safety net programmes
Drought risk management and Early warning systems
Would you like to share experience on how your country is developing drought risk management, and monitoring early warning systems and safety-net programmes to address DLDD?
1-	If yes, would like to share experiences on?
Descripción
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
Support 
Has your country supported other countries in developing drought risk management, and monitoring early warning systems and safety-net programmes to address DLDD?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
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Implementation framework 
Action on the Ground
Promoting alternative livelihoods
Alternative livelihoods
Does your country promote alternative livelihoods practice in the context of DLDD? 
1.         If yes, could you list some practices implemented at your country level to promote alternative livelihoods? 
2.   Would you like to share experiences in engaging women and youth in promoting alternative livelihoods? 
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant 
Page  of 
Implementation framework
Establishing systems for sharing information and knowledge and facilitating networking on best practices and approaches to drought management
Establishing Knowledge sharing systems 
Has your country established systems for sharing information and knowledge and facilitating networking on best practices and approaches to drought management?
If yes, would you like to share/list the established systems available in your country for sharing information and knowledge and facilitating networking on best practices and approaches to drought management?
Would you like to share experiences on programmes/activities that promote women's access to knowledge and technology?
Narrative 
Provide any complementary information you deem relevant  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	SO-1-1-ia: Guyana's LDN TSP report identified some LDN hotspots which have relevance to land cover. Guyana has experienced rapid growth in the mining sector, which has increasingly become an important part of the economy, creating direct and indirect employment opportunities. It hascontributed to growth and expansion of transport services, telecommunications, and distributionof goods and services to remote locations. However, gold mining has been identified as the maindriver of deforestation and forest degradation.Guyana's National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 2012-2020 made reference to priority areas for conservation. 
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	SO-1-2-i3: The largest area in declining productivity appears to be inthe savannah areas of the Rupununi, Region 9. These areas also appear tocoincide with areas of lowest rainfall (driest areas) in the country, as well as it relates to drainage ability of the soil. In the Rupununi savannahs, there is Red-yellow latosols and hydromorphic soils in the southern Rupununi savannahs to the southand west of the Kanuku Mountains, are characterized by moderately well to well-drained latosols in upland positions, with poorlydrained gleys in low-lying areas. Very poorly to poorly-drained, silty loams to clays (occasionally sands) of low humic gleys togroundwater laterites including alluvial soils are found in the northern Rupununi savannahs. The soils have low fertility and can beflooded for appreciable amounts of time, often three to four months, but rising to six to eight months in the Marakanata depression.
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	SO-1-3-g5: 14285853.00
	SO-1-3-g5: 13393053.00
	SO-1-3-g5: 3393018.00
	SO-1-3-g5: 1442871.00
	SO-1-3-g6: 7900119.00
	SO-1-3-g6: 18750978.00
	SO-1-3-g6: 3024900.00
	SO-1-3-g6: 1451466.00
	SO-1-3-LOS: 
	Button21: 
	Sourcesofinfo5: 
	SO-1-3-h: Wetland/Tree-covered areas
	SO-1-3-h1: 1405
	SO-1-3-h2: -45.70
	SO-1-3-h3a: 
	SO-1-3-h3b: 
	SO-1-3-h4a: 
	SO-1-3-h4b: Changes in precipitation regimes 
	SO-1-3-h5: 
	SO-1-3-i: 
	SO-1-3-i1: 
	SO-1-3-i2: 
	SO-1-3-i3: 
	Sourcesofinfo3: Guyana's National Land Use Plan provide further details about the high concentration of agriculture along the coastal plain.   Guyana Forestry Commission Monitoring Reporting & Verification System (MRVS): Over the period 01 October 2010 to 31 December 2011, activities in the MRVS Roadmapcontinued to be implemented. The MRVS Roadmap aims at producing an accountable andverifiable system and this will be the main means through which performance will be measured. Itis being designed to measure and monitor changes to forest carbon stock due to anthropogenicsources. This system will assess various drivers of deforestation and forest degradation, and theimpacts that these have on forest area and carbon stocks and inform Policy actions and otherinterventions.The coastal plain which covers an area of 9,128 sq km is considered a Hotspot and Guyana's National Land Use Plan of 2013 indicated an increase in land pressure on the coastal plain.  
	SO-1-aa: 32283.00
	SO-1-a: 16.40000000
	SO-1-a1: 2000-2015
	: 
	Button22: 
	Sourcesofinfo4: 
	Button23: 
	Sourcesofinfo5a: The assessment is based on partial evidence since adequate sub-indicators data is not available at the national level to make comprehensive conclusions about the amount of degraded land in Guyana. 
	Button24: 
	Sourcesofinfo6: Guyana land degradation map from UNCCD PRAIS data visualization will be uploaded. Please note that UNCCD have detected an error in the default estimates of the "proportion of land degraded to total land area" (SDG Indicator 15.3.1) that had been put at the disposal of Guyana as part of the new default data delivery 2000-2015. The corrected estimate of "the proportion of land that is degraded to the total land area" (SDG indicator 15.3.1) for Guyana is 16.4%.  
	SO-1-h: No net loss for the whole land area of the country and all its land cover classes, compared to the 2000-2010 baseline
	SO-1-h: To fulfill the objectives of SDG 15 and more specifically SDG target 15.3
	SO-1-h: Formulate voluntary targets to achieve LDN in accordance with their specific national circumstances and development priorities, taking into account the list of options for operationalizing LDN at the national level. 
	SO-1-h1: 2030.00000000
	SO-1-h1: 2030.00000000
	SO-1-h1: 2030.00000000
	SO-1-h2a: National level
	SO-1-h2a: National level
	SO-1-h2a: National level
	SO-1-h2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-1-h2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-1-h2b: Please indicate area concerned
	Button25: 
	SO-1-j: To sustain the productivity of land resources; support ecosystem functions and services, and thus meet the needs of current andfuture generations
	SO-1-j: To achieve a balance between anticipated new land degradation and future efforts to improve degraded land. 
	SO-1-j1: 2030.00000000
	SO-1-j1: 2030.00000000
	SO-1-j2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-1-j2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-1-j2a: 
	Sourcesofinfo7: Guyana agreed in April, 2016 to undertake the LDN TSP to strengthen the implementation of UNCCD and improve land management with a focus of balancing losses with gains to achieve long-term, concrete measures in order to achieve established targets.   The preparation of Guyana's National Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Programme (LDN TSP) Report has been undertaken by the Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission, the National Focal Point Agency to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and implementing agency. The Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission collaborated with the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification Regional Office of Latin America and the Caribbean, a sub-office of the Global Mechanism of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification Secretariat. The conceptualization of Guyana's National LDN TSP Report originates from the 12th Conference of the Parties (COP) of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, where country Parties were invited to formulate voluntary targets to achieve land degradation neutrality (LDN) from Sustainable Development Goal 15.The sub indicators for monitoring and reporting on Target 15.3 progress are:-1) Land cover and land cover change,2) Land productivity, and3) Carbon stocks above and below ground.These sub-indicators would be used to monitor the progress towards achieving the land degradation neutrality targets at the country level. Attaining these targets would ensure harmonization with climate change mitigation and adaptation, biodiversity conservation, ecosystem restoration, food and water security, disaster risk reduction, and poverty reduction.
	CurrentSheet: 13.00000000
	SheetCount: 37.00000000
	SO-2-1-b: 
	SO-2-1-b1: 0
	Button26: 
	Sourcesofinfo8: 
	SO-2-1-c: 1999.00000000
	SO-2-1-c: 2007.00000000
	SO-2-1-c1: 43.20
	SO-2-1-c1: 44.60
	Sourcesofinfo9: The World Factbook: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/gy.html
	SO-2-1-d: Increasing income inequality
	SO-2-1-d1a: 
	SO-2-1-d1b: Political Conflicts
	SO-2-1-d2a: 
	SO-2-1-d2b: 
	SO-2-1-d3: It is proposed that the growth or reduction in the mining and quarrying sector trickles down to the service industry. Inequality rises when growth and profits are sustained in the non-tradable service sector.
	Button27: 
	SO-2-1-e: 
	SO-2-1-e1: 
	SO-2-1-e2: 
	Button28: 
	Sourcesofinfo10: According to Guyana Situation Analysis of Children and Women 2016, Guyana is considered an upper middle-income country. Despite its good GDP performance, Unemployment is high, and it is particularly concerning for the young population, which represents more than 60% of Guyana’s population. Since2002, youth unemployment has been consistently higher than 30% and is currently estimated to be about 40%. The income disparity did not manifest in a geographic location but could be seen between ethnic groups in Guyana, 'Indo-Guyanese and Afro-Guyanese'.Source: Constantine, Collin. 2014. Growth and Distribution: A Guyana Case Study. University of London: SOAS. Constantine, Collin. 2016. The Rise of Income Inequality in Guyana. Kingston University London.  UNICEF. 2016. Guyana Situation Analysis of Children and Women. United Nations Children's Fund, Guyana.  
	SO-2-2-a: 2005.00000000
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	SO-2-2-a1: 95.90
	SO-2-2-a1: 97.00
	SO-2-2-a1: 98.20
	SO-2-2-a2: 88.00
	SO-2-2-a2: 93.10
	SO-2-2-a2: 98.30
	SO-2-2-a3: 92.00
	SO-2-2-a3: 95.10
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	Button29: 
	Sourcesofinfo11: UN Data, A World of Information: http://data.un.org/en/iso/gy.htmlWorld Health Organization: Country Cooperation Strategy at a Glance, Guyana: http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/136882/ccsbrief_guy_en.pdf?sequence=1
	SO-2-2-b: Increasing proportion of total population using safely managed drinking water services
	SO-2-2-b1a: 
	SO-2-2-b1b: International Funding and Increased establishment of water treatment plants across Guyana
	SO-2-2-b2a: 
	SO-2-2-b2b: 
	SO-2-2-b3: This increase in the total proportion of the population using safely managed drinking water services is an indication that Guyana is making the necessary strides to improve the living conditions of the population that may or may not be affected by land degradation.As of 2015 the improved water source (% of population with access) in Guyana was 98.3 % for the total population. This was the highest value over the past 25 years.Guyana Water Inc. (GWI) continues to provide improved access to quality water.  
	SO-2-2-c: Hotspot
	SO-2-2-c1: Upper Takutu-Upper Essequibo (Region 9)
	SO-2-2-c2: Among the regions, the situation in Region 9 (Upper Takutu-Upper Essequibo) is considerably worse than in other regions; only 42% of the population in this region get itsdrinking water from an improved source.Access to improved source of water is also dependent on the family’s wealth. Around 21% of the poor population in Guyana does not have access to any source of improved water.
	Button30: 
	Sourcesofinfo11a: The figures presented above does not indicate trends in AFFECTED areas.Guyana Water Inc. (GWI) assisted with the interpretation of the trends in access to safe drinking water and UNICEF Situation Analysis of Guyana, 2016 have more details. The voluntary targets listed below have been officially endorsed by the Guyana Water Inc. (GWI) and the Government of Guyana. Work is currently ongoing to achieve these targets.  
	SO-2-a: Improved water management,drainage, irrigation, salt water intrusion and rehabilitate Mining hot spots
	SO-2-a: Drilling of water wells in South Rupununi to combat drought
	SO-2-a: Develop a framework for managing and protecting water resources for improved water security and enhanced resilience to climate change
	SO-2-a: Provide access to potable to water, with less chemicals and quality assurance in accordancewith WHO standards
	SO-2-a: Projecting 212 million m3 annual water production
	SO-2-a1: 2030.00000000
	SO-2-a1: 2019.00000000
	SO-2-a1: 2021.00000000
	SO-2-a1: 2021.00000000
	SO-2-a1: 2021.00000000
	SO-2-a2a: 
	SO-2-a2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-2-a2b: Deep South Rupununi Sub-Region, Upper Takutu-Upper Essequibo
	SO-2-a2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-2-a2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-2-a2b: Please indicate area concerned
	Button31: 
	Sourcesofinfo12: 
	SO-3-a: Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI)
	SO-3-a1: Increase
	SO-3-a2: The World Meteorological Organization view this indicator as a starting point for  meteorological drought monitoring. The Ministry of Agriculture Hydrometeorological Service of Guyana provided a brief analysis of drought intensity in Guyana from 1980 - 2017. The qualitative assessment of SPI was based on this analysis. An increase of the intensity of drought events over the three main drought that have been reported in 1997/1998, 2009/2010 and 2014/2016. The SPI has been able to detect drought events in the years when drought has been reported in Guyana. Therefore, it can be used as an early warning tool for droughts.
	Button32: 
	Sourcesofinfo13: 
	SO-3-b: Substantially increase the availability of and access to multi-hazard early warning systems and disaster risk information and assessments to the people
	SO-3-b1: 2030.00000000
	SO-3-b2a: 
	SO-3-b2b: Please indicate area concerned
	Button33: 
	Sourcesofinfo14: Guyana's Multi-Hazard Early Warning System (MHEWS) Checklist is a practical tool consisting of major components and actions that national governments, community organizations and partners within and across all sectors can refer when developing or evaluating early warning systems. Early warning is a major element of disaster risk reduction. It can prevent loss of life and reduces the economic and material impacts of hazardous events including disasters. To be effective, early warning systems need to actively involve the people and communities at risk from a range of hazards, facilitate public education on and awareness of risks, effectively disseminate messages and warnings and ensure there is a constant state of preparedness.
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	Button34: 
	Sourcesofinfo15: 
	SO-4-2-b: Downward trend in the Red list Index
	SO-4-2-b1a: 
	SO-4-2-b1b: Overfishing and overhunting, Savannah and forest fires, Land degradation (mining, logging and agriculture), Poaching of wildlife, Inappropriate use of agro-chemicals, Climate change and Introduction of alien invasive species
	SO-4-2-b2a: 
	SO-4-2-b2b: Limited number of legalized, demarcated and manage protected areas, Depletion of the mangrove fringe and Commercial activity
	SO-4-2-b3: Guyana's National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP (2012-2020) sets out he actions to protect, conserve, use sustainably and share equitably the benefits arisingfrom biodiversity.The downward trend in the Red list index (RLI) of species survival means that the expected rate ofspecies extinctions is increasing i.e. that the rate of biodiversityloss is increasing. The constant RLI trend for 2000 to 2008 and for 2009 to 2017 means that the expected rate of species extinctions isunchanged for those periods. The RLI value for Guyana falls between 0.9 - 1.0, possibly indicating that most species are categorized as 'Least Concern', and hence that none are expected to go extinct in the near future.It is important to note that Guyana has a total of 1182 native tree species of which 1 species Vouacapouaamericana is listed by the IUCN Red List as Critically Endangered. Three species: Trichilia surumuensis, Aniba rosaedora, Virola surinmensis, are listed as Endangered and a total of 18 species are listed asVulnerable. No Critically Endangered mammals are known to occur in Guyana. The only Endangered mammal listed by the IUCN for Guyana is the Giant Otter (Pteronura brasiliensis). The only Endangered bird species listed in Guyana are the Sun parakeet (Aratinga solstitialis); Hoary throated spinetail (Synallaxis kollari) and the Red siskin (Carduelis cucullata). Guyana has no listed Critically Endangered or Endangered freshwater vertebrates. Of the species known to occur in Guyana, 4.5% of mammals, 0.4% of birds, 3% of amphibians, 3.3% of reptiles and 0.3% of freshwater fish are threatened. Climate change, deforestation and land degradation have recently received greater recognition as currentand future drivers of environmental change and threats to Guyana’s biodiversity. These pressures havebeen increasing over the past decade. In addition, emerging threats that will affect biodiversity in the future include (i) overfishing, (ii) depletion of the mangrove fringe, and (iii) expansion of extractive industries.
	SO-4-2-c: Hotspot
	SO-4-2-c1: Rupununi, Region 9
	SO-4-2-c2: Conservation International Guyana (CI-Guyana) Report on the Rupununi Economic and Environment Baseline made reference to Rupununi as one of the global biodiversity hotspots.Probably the most important factor behind this situation is the fact that in this area, the water from two of the most important basins of South America converge: the Essequibo and Amazon.  
	Button35: 
	Sourcesofinfo15a: Source of information for Red List Index of Species Survival: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/?area=GUY#indicatorPanelThe National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) (2012-2020) sets out the vision, the roles, duties and obligations of the state and its citizens and the actions to protect, conserve, use sustainably and share equitably the benefits arising from biodiversity. It provides the guidance and support actions for sustainable utilization and conservation of biodiversity, and sets out the national priorities and the strategic objectives to be achieved. It allows as well, partners at all levels to better identify how they can contribute and support Guyana in meeting its national biodiversity vision while meeting at the same time, its obligations to the UNCBD. To this end, the Plan incorporates the goals of the UNCBD Strategic Plan for Biodiversity (2011-2020) and selected Aichi 2011- 2020 Targets.Guyana's vision for biodiversity is enshrined in NBSAP (2012-2020) and aligned with the Strategic Objectives of UNCBD. By 2030, biodiversity is sustainably utilized, managed and mainstreamed into all sectors contributing to the advancement of Guyana’s bio-security, and socio-economic and low carbon development. CI-Guyana Report on the Rupununi Economic and Environmental Baseline indicated that the Rupununi in comparison to other global hotspots like Pantanal, Brazil (919) and Okavango, Botswana (734), has more than 1,414 animal species which span across groups such as Birds, Fish, Mammals, Reptiles and Amphibians. 
	SO-4-a: Areas under agriculture, aquaculture and forestry are managed sustainably, ensuring conservation of biodiversity.
	SO-4-a: Ecosystem resilience and the contribution of biodiversity to carbon stocks have been enhanced through conservation and restoration, including restoration of at least 15 % of degraded ecosystems, thereby contributing to climate mitigation and adaptation and to combating desertification. 
	SO-4-a: Having at least 17% of the country’s land and inland water under some form of protection.
	SO-4-a: Reducing biodiversity loss and showing recovery
	SO-4-a: Establish Protected Areas Trust Fund,have adequate resources, and fully functioning
	SO-4-a: REDD+ framework established and functioning
	SO-4-a: Biodiversity concerns are integratedinto hinterland ecotourism development plans and strategies
	SO-4-a: Monitoring Reporting Verification system in place and functioningfully
	SO-4-a: An updated and fully functional National Biodiversity Research Information System (NBRIS)
	SO-4-a1: 
	SO-4-a2a: 
	SO-4-a2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-4-a2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-4-a2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-4-a2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-4-a2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-4-a2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-4-a2b: Hinterland Regions
	SO-4-a2b: Please indicate area concerned
	SO-4-a2b: Please indicate area concerned
	Sourcesofinfo16: Year of achievement for all voluntary targets is 2020. These targets are detailed in the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) (2012-2020).  
	SO-1-2-4-a: Sustainable Land Management (SLM) and reclamation of degraded lands, through enhanced capacity, contributing to improved livelihoods, resilient populations and climate mitigation
	SO-1-2-4-a: Harmonized land policy & regulatory framework in place for Sustainable Land Development and Management and Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission providing improved support for land administration, planning, and sustainable land management
	SO-1-2-4-a1a: 
	SO-1-2-4-a1b: By 2020, Coastal Wetlands, Savannahs, Mountain Highlands and Rainforests eco-systems featuring in the Zoological Park
	SO-1-2-4-a2b: 
	SO-1-2-4-a2a: Unknown 
	SO-1-2-4-a2a: Unknown 
	SO-1-2-4-a2a: Unknown 
	SO-1-2-4-a3: The Mainstreaming of Sustainable Land Development and Management (SLDM) in the Corporative Republic of Guyana started in September 2017 and will run until September 2021. The unknown qualitative assessment is due to the ongoing nature of the SLDM project.   
	SO-1-2-4-a3: he Mainstreaming of Sustainable Land Development and Management (SLDM) in the Corporative Republic of Guyana started in September 2017 and will run until September 2021. The unknown qualitative assessment is due to the ongoing nature of the SLDM project.   
	SO-1-2-4-a3: Guyana's National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 2012-2020 made reference to this target and work is ongoing to fully achieve this target by 2020. 
	Sourcesofinfo17: Source for Additional indicators: Mainstreaming Sustainable Land Development and Management in theCo-operative Republic of Guyana  2017 - 2021
	SO-5-1-a: 0.02
	SO-5-1-a1: 0.03
	SO-5-1-a2: 0.00
	SO-5-1-a3: 0.00
	SO-5-1-a4: 0.00
	Sourcesofinfo18: Data derived from information reported to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Development Assistance Committee (DAC), based on the Rio marker classification for desertification.
	Sourcesofinfo19: Quantitative data are in USD millions and reflect total ODA committed for desertification activities under general environmental protection projects.Total ODA increased from 2012 to 2013, then decreased from 2014 to 2016 (stable period).   
	Sourcesofinfo20: Support for the Alignment of Guyana's National Action Plan: http://www.gy.undp.org/content/dam/guyana/docs/Environment%20Project%20Documents/NAPA%20PRODOC%202014_FINAL.pdf
	Sourcesofinfo21: Trends in national-level financing for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention was Stable for 2012 to 2016. The Government of Guyana contributed USD 90, 000 to  to support the alignment of the National Action Plan to the new UNCCD’s 10-Year Strategy 2008-2018 under the Global Environment Facility (GEF). This alignment will strengthen the implementation of the Convention. Through Guyana's Low Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS), Guyana REDD+ Investment Fund (GRIF) and Global Environment Facility (GEF) allocations, Guyana is able to access domestic funds to execute activities that may be useful to address Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought (DLDD) projects. Illegal logging causes social problems, environmental degradation and a loss of economic opportunities. In December 2012, Guyana and the EU began negotiating a Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) to promote trade in legal timber products and improve forest governance. The Guyana Forestry Commission along with other stakeholders continues to champion the European Union Forest Law Enforcement, Government and Trade (EU FLEGT) and implementation of several sections of the REDD+ Governance Development Plan. Through EU FLEGT the Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission and Guyana Forestry Commission is harmonizing Forest and Land Information, mapping and verification system for management of land leases and forest concessions. 
	Sourcesofinfo22: Support for the Alignment of Guyana's National Action Plan: http://www.gy.undp.org/content/dam/guyana/docs/Environment%20Project%20Documents/NAPA%20PRODOC%202014_FINAL.pdfSupport for Mainstreaming and Monitoring Rio Convention Implementation through Policy Coordination: https://www.doe.gov.gy/published/document/5af72d6234a1b326d4e01970  
	Sourcesofinfo23: The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is the Global Environment Facility (GEF) Agency for most of the UNCCD related projects and is accountable to the GEF for the use of funds (cash). In-kind co-financing partners for implementing the convention include the Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission, Guyana Geology and Mines Commission, Guyana Forestry Commission, Protected Areas Commission. Mangrove and Guiana Shield Facility projects funded by Delegation of European Union.  UNDP GEF is currently supporting a project that seeks to strengthen technical capacities to mainstream and monitor Rio Convention implementation through policy coordination. This project reflects an increase in total co-financing. In-kind co-financing partners include Ministry of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Agency, Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission, Office of Climate Change.   
	Sourcesofinfo24: Support for the Alignment of Guyana's National Action Plan: http://www.gy.undp.org/content/dam/guyana/docs/Environment%20Project%20Documents/NAPA%20PRODOC%202014_FINAL.pdf
	Sourcesofinfo25: The private sector do not currently fund activities of direct relevance to combating DLDD.No aggregation of funds specifically directed to the implementation of the Convention and as such there is no financial data to determine trends in contributions and inflows. However, annual budget support is received by several agencies/institutions to implement annual workshops which may include land degradation neutrality related work.  The Government of Guyana is currently moving in the direction to foster an enabling environment that attracts and promotes investment in issues of relevance, including tax incentives, subsidies and partnership with private sector. This sort of partnership with the private sector will enhance their mobilization of resources for activities relevant to the implementation of the Convention. The Government of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana’s (GCRG) strategic trajectory to 2020 and beyond, is pillared on the thematic of ‘A Good Life in a Green Economy,’ underpinned by robust economic growth that is equitably distributed, good governance and environmental sustainability. To finance this ambitious developmental programme, Government is creating the appropriate policy and institutional and legal frameworks for encouraging the private sector to participate more fully in procuring and financing projects and services in the public sector, through well-designed Public Private Partnerships (PPPs).Development of an Integrated Financing Strategy and Investment Framework in support of an Aligned National Action Plan to Combat Land Degradation creates an opportunity to mobilize innovative sources of financing. Guyana's Aligned National Action Plan made reference to some innovative sources of financing in relation to the implementation of the Convention: a) Financing instruments and mechanisms: GCF, Adaptation Fund, etc. b) Bilateral initiatives: International Climate Initiative of Germany, Hatoyama Initiative of Japanc) New funds: United Kingdom Environmental Transition Fund, World Bank Climate Investment Fund. Through the Initial GEF-7 Star Country Allocations for 2018, Guyana received 1 million USD to combat land degradation. Source: https://www.thegef.org/sites/default/files/publications/GEF-C.55-Inf.03-GEF-7-STAR.pdf 
	P23-d: 
	Sourcesofinfo26: The Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission in partnership with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  is currently implementing the Sustainable Land Development and Management Project. This project seeks to establish an enabling environment for promoting sustainable and climate-resilient land development, management and reclamation in support of Guyana’s Green State Development Strategy. This would be achieved through, among other things, the development of a harmonized national land policy and legislative framework, strengthened capacity of the Guyana Landsand Surveys Commission (GLSC), the design and development of an integrated and robust spatial data infrastructure as well as an open-data geospatial information system.The overall outcome will be to support improved land administration, enhanced governance of tenure, in addition to improved technical support services and mechanisms to encourage adoption of sustainable and climate-smart land use systems and management practices. The Project will strengthen the application and enforcement of regulations, land use planning, incentive measures, knowledge sharing as well as assessment and monitoring in line with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  is making an in kind contribution of 300,000 USD towards the Sustainable Land Development and Management Project. Guyana's Aligned National Action Plan (NAP) outlines the approach and roadmap towards continuing to enhance the way of managing land and resources in Guyana. The Aligned NAP consists of and is governed by a set of overarching principles: Achievement of Sustainable Development; Land management governance and policy; Education, training and awareness; Knowledge information and research; Evaluation and monitoring and; Partnership and financing.
	Sourcesofinfo27: 
	Sourcesofinfo28: Guyana has experienced rapid growth in the gold mining sector which has become increasingly an important part of the economy, accounting in the first half of 2017 for 58% of exports, with a value of over US$340 million. However, gold mining has been identified as the main driver of deforestation and forest degradation.To achieve a land-degradation neutral world (the amount of healthy and productive land remaining stable by 2030), member countries are expected to set voluntary targets, according to their specific national circumstances and development priorities. Implementing the LDN programme would address the need to monitor land degradation and undertake land management with a focus of balancing losses with gains, with more long-term, concrete actions or measures in order to achieve the established targets.Guyana voluntarily agreed in April 2016 to utilize the LDN TSP to strengthen the implementation of the UNCCD, and as such, prepared a country synthesis report detailing the Country's workplan; Country's analysis of the UNCCD implementation enabling environment; Report presenting the LDN baseline; Report presenting the proposed LDN targets and associated measures; Summary of the national LDN target setting process.Furthermore, Guyana validated the global dataset which indicates trend data for land cover, land productivity and soil organic carbon provided by the UNCCD. An overview of the analyses undertaken in Guyana's Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting Programme indicated the health and integrity of the country's land cover, land productivity and soil organic carbon data using trend analyses from the UNCCD Global (resolution) Data for the period 2000-2010.As a participating country in the LDN Target Setting, the default Tier 1 data (UNCCD Global Data for Guyana) was analysed from global data sources such as the European Space Agency's Climate Change Initiative Land Cover dataset, the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission (for LandProductivity Dynamics) and the International Soil Reference and Information Centre. The land productivity data was derived from the global Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (a simple graphical indicator used to assess whether the observed target contains live vegetation or not).The implementation of the LDN TSP was supported by the Global Mechanism of the UNCCD and GLSC with technical guidance and inputs from a National Working Group (NWG),comprising members fromstate institutions, NGOs, the private sector, women, youth and indigenous organizations. The LDN baseline was established under the direction of a technical sub-committee of the National Working Group, a Technical Working Group and a sub-committee Working Group.Guyana's Green State Development Strategy (GSDS) that was launched in 2017, provides opportunities for LDN to be incorporated into the national development strategy. Guyana's Aligned National Action Plan also provides opportunity for inclusion of LDN TSP in the priority areas for implementation of the UNCCD. LDN is used to leverage financial resources from funding agencies such as Guyana REDD+ Investment Fund (GRIF), Guyana Protected Areas Trust Fund, Global Environment Facility (GEF) and GEF Small Grants Programme (SPG), Caribbean Development Bank (CBD). 
	Sourcesofinfo29: An Enabling Activity (EA) GEF Grant of US$136, 986 was utilized to Support the Alignment of the National Action Plan (NAP) for Land Degradation with the UNCCD’s 10-Year Strategy. This Aligned NAP outlines the approach and roadmap towards continuing to enhance the way of managing land and resources in Guyana. The Aligned NAP consists of and is governed by a set of overarching principles: Achievement of Sustainable Development; Land management governance and policy; Education, training and awareness; Knowledge information and research; Evaluation and monitoring and; Partnership and financing.The Aligned NAP focuses on the primary sectors on which Guyana has depended and will depend upon in the future. The potential of several of these sectors is very big and hitherto largely untapped and will likely undergo rapid development. This Aligned NAP emphasizes equitable access to resources.The Aligned National Action Plan provides the fundamental principles for guidance and fulfillment of the country’s obligation to align its National Action Plan (NAP) to the UNCCD 10- Year Strategy(2008-2018). The Aligned NAP provides consideration for the need for urgent efforts to integrate and strengthen existing National Policies, Strategies, Action Plans and the planning framework for conservation, promotion of sustainable land management and combating the exacerbated effects of degradation. Thus, the Aligned National Action Plan builds on the Guyana’s previous NAP of 2006. It seeks to mainstream and presents the country’s past and current efforts made towards aligning the National Action Plan and thereafter, implementation and reporting to the UNCCD.In order to combat land degradation and desertification, the Aligned NAP identifies comprehensive and robust activities to be implemented over time.
	Sourcesofinfo29a: 
	P26-c: 
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	P26-f: 
	Sourcesofinfo30: Implementation of the National Action Plan (NAP) is being done through projects and programmes executed by agencies which fall under the Ministry of Natural Resources. For example, the National Land Use Plan (NLUP) was prepared by the Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission (GLSC) with funding from the Delegation of European Union and the National Land Degradation Assessment Study was undertaken by the Capacity Development and Mainstreaming for Sustainable Land Management (SLM) Project. This Project also completed other priority actions required by the NAP such as Early Warning System (EWS), Watershed Management, Valuation of resources and public awareness. Other projects also contribute to activities relating to the NAP, for example projects under the Amerindian Development Fund and the GEF Small Grants Project. NAP relevant activities are also being supported by Non Governmental Organizations.In terms of regularly monitoring action programmes, the Government of Guyana will ensure that its efforts to combat DLDD are progressing and that the results of these efforts will have meaningful impact. To facilitate this, a plan for monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the overall Aligned NAP and individual actions/projects was developed. The progress and impact of the Aligned NAP will be reviewed by the National Steering Committee every five years based on evaluation of the established indicators.
	P27-d: 
	Sourcesofinfo31: 
	Sourcesofinfo32: Guyana is currently developing a National Land Policy to give policy direction to work that go well beyond land use resource planning. The National Land Policy will place Guyana in a strategic position to leverage unique opportunities already garnered through international success at implementing previously the Low Carbon Development model and now shifting the development model along a green pathway as articulated in the Green State Development Strategy (GSDS). It will also add to the country’s portfolio of directly impacting the sustainable development goals (SDGs) and other environmental commitments including the Rio Conventions; United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (UNCBD) and United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Guyana is also finalizing its Geospatial Information System Policy with support from FAO and ECLAC that speaks to the need to standardize mapping methodologies and the sharing of geospatial information. This will contribute to combating desertification/land degradation.   
	Sourcesofinfo32a: 
	Sourcesofinfo33: 
	Sourcesofinfo34: Strengthening technical capacities to mainstream and monitor Rio Convention implementation through policy coordination will allow Guyana to make better decisions to meet and sustain global environmental obligations. The focus will be on the management of data and information to formulate and implement sectoral development plans that better reflect global environmental dimensions. This project pursues a long-term approach to institutionalizing capacities to meet MEA obligations through a set of learning-by-doing activities that lay the foundation for effective decision-making and policy-making regarding global environmental benefits.     
	Sourcesofinfo27a: 
	Sourcesofinfo35: 
	Sourcesofinfo36: Even though Guyana does not have a drought contingency plan, Guyana's Multi-Hazard Disaster Preparedness and Response Plan speaks to drought preparedness and management. The purpose of the National Multi-hazard Preparedness and Response Plan (NMHPRP) is toenhance Guyana's ability to manage all disasters using a comprehensive disaster management approach. It is also to ensure the timely and effective assistance to the affected in a coordinated manner, ensuring the greatest protection of life, property and health. The Plan also defines the administrative structure in times of disaster.The NMHPRP incorporates all disaster management activities from preparedness to response. It presents a framework for emergency response at different levels of government structures; identifies the roles and responsibilities of various stakeholders; and lays down coordination mechanism for activities with civil society, the news media, public and private sector, and brings together a full range of national capabilities to prepare for and manage any disaster.The NMHPRP classifies different types of hazards, levels of vulnerabilities and its causes, as well as the structure, functions, and coordination methodology of the National Disaster Management Structure to include the Civil Defence Commission (CDC) and the disaster management organizations of the Regional Democratic Councils (RDC) and the related bodies of the City Council, Neighbourhood Democratic Councils and the Community Democratic Councils (CDC). The various sub plans within the NMHPRP will focus on, but not limited to:a. the provision of reliefb. early recoveryc. the procedure of declaring disaster areasd. early warning systems, ande. the communication management procedures from national to RDC in the case of different hazards. 
	Sourcesofinfo37: 
	P31-b: 
	Sourcesofinfo38: The Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission (GLSC) in partnership with the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is currently implementing a project that seeks to mainstreaming Sustainable Land Development and Management (SLDM) in the Co-operative Republic of Guyana. The goal of the SLDM Project is to establish an enabling environment for promoting sustainable and climate-resilient land development, management and reclamation in support of Guyana’s Green State Development Strategy. This would be achieved through, among other things, the development of a harmonized national land policy and legislative framework, strengthened capacity of GLSC, the design and development of an integrated and robust spatial data infrastructure as well as an open-data geospatial information system.The overall outcome will be to support improved land administration, enhanced governance of tenure, in addition to improved technical support services and mechanisms to encourage adoption of sustainable and climate-smart land use systems and management practices. The Project will strengthen the application and enforcement of regulations, land use planning, incentive measures, knowledge sharing as well as assessment and monitoring in line with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).Land degradation and deforestation are not only negatively affecting soil and water resources (quantity and quality), biodiversity and ecosystem services but also directly impacting on livelihoods, food security and risks of conflict and natural disasters. In the long term these trends, unless addressed, will compromise the capacity of Guyana to achieve its national economic, social and environmental goals and commitments to SDGs.The Government of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana has acknowledged that sustainable crop, livestock and forest-based systems and management practices, as well as land reclamation post-mining and other extractive interventions, such as sand extraction and forest logging, will generate multiple benefits including sustaining the production of food, fibre, fodder, forest products and biomass for energy as well as sustaining ecosystem services such as the water cycle and carbon stocks.Some indicative outcomes of this project include: Outcome 1: Sustainable Land Development and Management (SLDM) Mainstreamed InPolicy, Institutional and Governance Mechanisms to Prevent Degradation and Restore Degraded Lands,Outcome 2: Strengthened Institutional and Human Capacity for Participatory and Integrated SLDM,Outcome 3: Local Governance Strengthened in 3 Regions for Implementing SLDM,Outcome 4: Monitoring and evaluation (M&E) framework and communication strategy to ensure that results are delivered in a timely manner and experiences shared. Guyana is a part of the World Overview of Conservation Approaches and Technologies (WOCAT) global network on Sustainable Land Management (SLM) that promotes the documentation, sharing and use of knowledge to support adaptation, innovation and decision-making in SLM. Guyana's Sustainable Land Management Demonstration Project is shared on WOCAT global network (Source: https://qcat.wocat.net/en/wocat/list/?type=wocat&q=guyana&filter__qg_location__country=country_GUY).  Guyana's Aligned National Action Plan detailed some SLM practices which exemplify good and sustainable approaches to governing, managing and utilizing natural resources. Best practices for those sectors which pose particular challenges and opportunities for combating DLDD are prioritized. Some SLM best practices include: Code of Practice for Mine Waste Management and Disposal, Sustainable Fishing Best Practices, Promoting Argo-Processing and Value Added Products, Code of Practice for Wood Processing, Regional Land Use Planning Methodology, Organic Cocoa and Pineapple Farming, and Environmental Regulations (Wildlife, Hazardous Waste).  
	Sourcesofinfo39: 
	Sourcesofinfo40: Land reclamation of mined out sites.Mangrove restoration along the coast.Improving soil quality with charcoal.Beach preservation, restoration and erosion control. 
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	Sourcesofinfo40a: The Guyana Geology and Mines Commission (GGMC) continues to pilot the Mine Site Reclamation Demonstration activities for Small and Medium Scale mining operations, with an established plant nursery at Mahdia and Arakaka, Guyana, providing seedlings for mine site reclamation. Given the success of land reclamation, High Level support from the Minister of Natural Resources was granted for aggressive pursuit of land reclamation in the mining industry. Additionally, the government of Guyana will be investing oil revenues, when it begins oil production in 2020, into reclamation projects countrywide. The reclamation sites are maintained and monitored by GGMC and the information gathered and lessons learn will inform ongoing reclamation activities and strategies.Some demonstrations of land reclamation within the Mahdia area, Guyana include: 1) A five-year project that was initiated in 2007, is considered to be reclaimed to demonstrate different end uses. Acacia mangium trees coexist with different fruit trees and a fish pond was developed for aquaculture. Some landscaping was also done. The site was prepared and maintained as a field site for Education and Awareness on mine site reclamation for local miners, schools and the public, by tagging of trees with both local and scientific names.2) Another site was established under the GGMC - Guyana Environmental Capacity Development (GENCAPD) Project as an area of approximately 5.3 hectares planted with approximately 5,300 Acacia mangium plants as well as six pioneering forest species, Kabukalli, Bloodwood, Trysil, Futui, Sand Baromalli and Clump Wallaba, 14 varieties of cassava, and pasture grass, Brachiaria humidicola. Acacia mangium was selected because it is fast growing, tolerant of low pH conditions found in some mined out areas, and has a symbiotic relationship with nitrogen fixing Rhizobium bacteria that helps to build the soil.3) Fruit trees were planted at another site and only natural fertilisers and mulches – pen manure and grasses - are used. Some fruit trees are more tolerant of the harsh, acidic conditions. The site was maintained and in particular manure and grass as mulch were applied.GGMC embarked on the Olive Creek, Region 7, Guyana natural reclamation project in collaboration with Correia Mining Company (CMC). Some 14.7 hectares of mined out lands were aggressively backed filled by the CMC between February 2015 and December 2016. Two years after initiating the project, the land re-vegetated naturally with primary vegetation in the form of grass. The proven success of this natural reclamation process allowed GGMC to retrieve data that will be used to promote the practice countrywide. Reforestation of mined out sites is consistent with Guyana's Low Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS) as it increases standing forest while rehabilitating sites disturbed by mining. Work under the Guyana REDD+ Monitoring Reporting & Verification System (MRVS), which is under the purview of the Guyana Forestry Commission is linked with Guyana's mining reclamation projects.     The Guyana Mangrove Restoration Project (GMRP) sought to implement Guyana's National Mangrove Management Action Plan (NMMAP) over the triennial period, 2010-2013. The overall objective of the NMMAP was to: 'respond to climate change and to mitigate its effects through the protection, rehabilitation and wise use of Guyana's mangrove ecosystems through processes that maintain their protective function, values and biodiversity, while meeting the socio-economic development and environmental protection needs in estuarine and coastal areas.'The GMRP was implemented using specific performance criteria and verifiable indicators established by the European Union. The two overarching criteria are: (i) the development of a mangrove monitoring system (Year 1), and (ii) the protection of 11 km of coastline for the remainder of the Project's duration. The latter criterion was met using a combination of efforts which included mangrove planting, coastal engineering structures, and the protection of existing mangrove swaths. Under the project's restoration program (2010-2012), an estimated 336,000 mangrove seedlings (Avicennia germinans) were planted across nine (9) coastal sites concentrated within three (3) of the six Administrative Regions which comprise Guyana's coastal zone; these being, Regions #4, #5 and #6 respectively. The intervention sites included: (Region # 4) - Mon Repos, Triumph/Betterverwagting/ La Bonne Intention, Chateau Margot/ Success, Section C Enterprise, Hope, Greenfield, Victoria/Belfield, (Region # 5) – Village #6-8, and (Region # 6) – Wellington Park. Additionally, to pave the way for the implementation of the GMRP, the Government of Guyana in January, 2010, boldly declared all mangroves on State lands as 'Protected Trees', following an amendment to Regulation 17, of the Guyana Forest Act. In keeping with this declaration, any unauthorized removal of mangrove forests on State Lands is now considered illegal, and any contravention to this regulation is subjected to prescribed penalties, including monetary fines and/ or imprisonment. In an effort to support the above regulation, the GMRP from its inception engaged Mangrove Rangers to monitor the project's nine intervention sites along the coast, and report on incidents of unauthorized harvesting/ disturbances. In 2017 the National Agricultural Research and Extension Institute (NAREI) in collaboration with the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) launched a project that seeks to improve soil quality with charcoal. This project will utilize charcoal as a soil amendment on degraded soils in Guyana. Giant King Grass plants were successfully grown in charcoal amended soil under shade-house conditions in NAREI’s compound and this proven success will be extended to farmers on marginal and degraded soils through training to improve their soil quality using ground charcoal as a good agricultural practice. Giant King Grass was used as a test crop to explore its potential as a feed for livestock, a biomass source for bio-energy and bio-char for rehabilitation of marginal or degraded soil. Soil amendments is applicable for kitchen gardens also. Soil degradation is a phenomenon that reduces the soil’s capability to provide sustainable environmental services. Currently, in many Caribbean countries the use of unsustainable agricultural practices cause erosion, sedimentation in rivers, exhaustion and degradation of water sources, loss of native vegetative cover and biodiversity, all of which represent higher vulnerability to climate change and a reduced capacity to produce agricultural commodities and services. These impacts can be lessened with the use of sustainable land management approaches. The soil amendment strategy aims at improving quality of soil and its resilience to climate. No. 63 Beach, Corentyne, Guyana is an extremely valuable resource to both residents and visitors for a number of reasons, including its aesthetic, environmental, recreational and community values. In someareas along No. 63 Beach, development pressures and human impacts are interfering with the natural shoreline processes which balance the cycles of Beach erosion and accretion, consequently causing the loss of adequate sandy Beach areas, and reduced aesthetic and environmental values. Recognizing the importance of the values associated with No. 63 Beach, it is imperative that Neighbourhood Democratic Council (NDC) preserve, protect and where deemed necessary, restore the Beach system to enhance the environmental values and allow for continued community benefit and enjoyment. As a result, a Beach Management Plan was developed for No. 63 Beach. The provision of Beach and dune protection is necessary where land use pressures will, in the absence of protection measures, cause damage to the landforms or vegetation. The basic principle in Beach and dune management is to maintain a satisfactory vegetative cover on the fore dune and back Beach area. This prevents sand blowing inland where it is permanently lost from the coastal system. These practices aids in beach preservation, restoration and erosion control to assist with the recovery of ecosystem functions and services.  
	Sourcesofinfo41: 
	P32a-b: 
	P32a-c: Events such as high tides, rising flood waters from runoff, forest fires and drought can be better planned for and managed if their onset is known or predictable. Having some amount of lead time to plan could avert the extent of degradation that results from these events. Advancement in the Early Warning System (EWS) Protocol provides an opportunity for inclusion of an early warning system on drought. A focused appraisal is needed to apprise decision makers of an early warning system for drought that is relevant and appropriate to Guyana's context. Currently, Guyana has an Early Warning System (EWS) Framework, and a Multi-Hazard Preparedness and Response Plan which guides actions in the event of a national disaster; however, there is no EWS component or protocol for drought.
	P32a-d: Guyana has suffered meteorological, agricultural, hydrometeorological and socio-economic drought in the last two major drought events (1997/1998 and 2005) which caused economic losses of about US$43.7 million. In 1997/98 drought resulted in forest fires in Guyana, water rationing, cessation oflogging and river transport in some places, about 35 % of rice fields were uncultivated, and affected more than 1500 Amerindian families in Southern Guyana. During the 2009-10 drought, the Government of Guyana (GoG) spent US$1.3 million to bring relief to farmers in Region 2 and US$16,000 daily in Region 5 on water services. The water level at the East Demerara Water Conservancy dropped below safe limit for irrigation and there were incidences of diarrhea which was attributed to use of unsafe water that were reported. These impacts underpin the importance of having an effective Drought Early Warning System (DEWS). Guyana Drought Early Warning System (DEWS) Protocol, 2015 is a system for monitoring drought to provide timely information for decision makers to take measures to mitigate the impact. The success of Guyana's DEWS depends eighty percent on the capacity of the country to detect a drought several months in advance, allowing the dissemination of the news and preparedness to mitigate the effects. The early warning component of a drought plan is essential because it provides the foundation on which timely decisions can be made by decision makers at all levels. Guyana's drought protocol has three components: monitoring and early warning; risk assessment; and mitigation and response. The monitoring and early warning component of a drought plan is essential because it provides the foundation on which timely decisions can be made by decision makers at all levels.The main purpose of having a DEWS is to protect lives and livelihoods from droughts, minimizing negative impacts on economy and environment. An effective DEWS constitutes one of the key elements of any disaster reduction approach. Devising measures to help the citizens of Guyana to be previously informed about the coming drought and adjust through adaptations efforts is critical.The Early Warning Systems (EWS) Framework for Guyana seeks to significantly reduce the impacts of disasters or hazards on communities. The main purpose of Guyana's EWS is to protect lives and livelihoods from known hazards, while minimizing negative impacts on economy and environment. Guyana recognized that it is fundamental to establish effective EW systems to better identify the risk and occurrence of hazards and to better monitor the level of vulnerability of the population. This will help to guarantee consistency of warning messages and mitigation approaches nationally, improving, as a result, coordination at a multi-level and multi-sector scale. Within the Caribbean, Guyana adheres to the overall Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA)-based Early Warning guidance from the Caribbean Disaster Management Emergency Agency (CDEMA). At the same time, and with reference to Early Warning as it relates to climate change impact, Guyana keeps abreast of related activities of the CARICOM-based Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre, located in Belmopan, Belize. At the community level, the UNDP supported Caribbean Risk Management Initiative (CRMI) has documented lessons learnt and good practices in establishing people-centered Early Warning Systems.In Guyana, Early Warning appears to be mature in certain fields but not yet in others (e.g., drought). Considerable progress has been made thanks to advances in scientific research and in communication and information technologies. Nevertheless, a significant amount of work remains to fill existing technological, communication, institutional, financial and geographical coverage gaps.
	P32a-f: 
	Sourcesofinfo42: Alternative livelihood in mangrove areas such as tourism and bee keeping.Community Based Tourism, especially in Amerindian communities such as Surama and those of the North Rupununi.Promotion of Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFPs). Savannah farming instead of shifting cultivation and planting crops in the savannah instead of clearing forests. Promoting farming via hydroponics and traditional methods in mining areas such as in Mahdia targeting the miners and the Mahdia Secondary School Students.Development of practical apiculture programme at the Guyana School of Agriculture (GSA). 
	Button24a: 
	Sourcesofinfo42a: Women and youth play an important role in promoting alternative livelihoods in Guyana, particularly in the Hinterland Regions. Women within Guyana's Rupununi are vital managers of villages and household economies, as they dedicate most of their energies to agricultural work, tourism and general upkeep of the home. Women are also at the forefront when it comes to entrepreneurship, often handling administrative tasks, banking and other business duties. Even thought youths of the Rupununi are critical for the future of their communities, they have become a vulnerable group. There is a growing mismatch between available village jobs and their skills and education. Consequently, many are forced to seek employment outside their villages — or even the region.It is important to note that sometimes women and youth are not afforded the opportunity to participate fully and actively in decision-making due to lack of confidence, knowledge gaps and language barriers. Pomeroon Women's Agro-Processors Association is a women based organization involved in the promotion of alternative livelihoods through farming activities in the Pomeroon riverain area. Given the low prices paid for their produce as well as the lack of markets, which often resulted in wastage and spoilage, the women decided to engage in value added processing as a way of improving their livelihoods and adding value to their primary products.Helping Hands Women Producers Cooperative Society main products are peanut butter, processed cashew and peanuts and cassava bread, which is sold primarily in the local community. There are indirect benefits for up to 30 farmers who derive income from their supplier relationship with the group. Some of the products, such as cassava bread and peanut butter are widely utilized in the school feeding programme in nearby villages, which serves as a form of alternative livelihoods. 
	Sourcesofinfo43: Generally, the livelihood of people living in or near areas affected by DLDD is often adversely affected. Under some circumstances, the communities are considered the cause of the very degradation itself. Often, however, communities living in affected areas are particularly vulnerable to disturbances to the ecosystems upon which they depend for their livelihoods. Therefore, it is particularly important to ensure a good understanding of the demographic distribution in the context of Guyana's strides towards poverty alleviation and to meet the broader targets of SDGs. The Aligned National Action Plan to Combat Land Degradation in Guyana included actions to contribute to the alleviation of poverty and improving the quality of life through identifying and implementing alternative livelihoods initiatives and diversifying agriculture practice with value adding and promote efficient multiple land use.Some livelihood initiatives taking place in Guyana currently and planned for the future include:(i) support different activities to help build a diverse livelihood and income base,(ii) carry out feasibility studies jointly with community researchers to assess the viability of possible economic ventures identified by beneficiary Amerindian communities,(iii) support the development of village-based craft centres with long-term technological and marketing back-up e.g. basketry, leatherworking, woodworking and furniture workshops,(iv) support the setting up of a national Amerindian craft centre and marketing office controlled and managed by Amerindians (paying fair prices for indigenous crafts),(v) assist in development of community-based research centres to pilot appropriate technology, test business initiatives and set up cottage industries for processing, preserving, packaging and marketing of farm crop, livestock and bush products e.g. casareep, cotton etc. In addition to the national efforts, conservation is also practiced at local levels, mainly through the initiatives of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Community Based Organizations (CBOs). Some of these measures include sustainable resource extraction and alternative means of livelihood including sustainable tourism operations. The Iwokrama International Centre for Rainforest Conservation and Development is currently managing a reserve of 371, 000 hectares of rainforest as a protected area to ensure lasting ecological, economic and social benefits and is working with communities within and around the forest to develop sustainable practices in resource management and use.
	Sourcesofinfo44: Drought Bulletins are published on a monthly basis by the Hydrometeorological Service, Ministry of Agriculture (http://hydromet.gov.gy/drought-bulletin/). These bulletins are prepared using the WMO recommended Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) and show various degrees of wetness and/or dryness across the country. Additionally, these bulletins provide public awareness for drought management. 
	Sourcesofinfo45: The Rupununi and Economic and Environmental Baseline Report (http://www.conservation.org.gy/publications/Economic_Baseline_report.pdf) made reference to how the Rupununi Village Society acknowledges the important role of women. In most communities, women reported that they share theimportant decisions with their husbands. Policies in Guyana are geared towards enhancing women’s capacity to engage on more equitable terms in this new economy. For instance, policies to encourage teenage girls to complete their education at all levels and scholarships are made available for those who so desire to advance into tertiary education. Opportunities for technical and vocational training are mainstreamed in these communities. Report of the Republic of Guyana on Beijing +20 (https://sta.uwi.edu/igds/documents/Guyana_review_Beijing_20.pdf) made reference to how the Government of Guyana is creating an enabling environment through policy, programmes and activities to promote women's access to knowledge and technology. 



