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For further information, or to provide comment (s) on the National land Use Plan, 
Please contact:

Mr. Doorga Persaud
Commissioner

 Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission
22 Upper Hadfield Street

D'Urban Backlands
Georgetown

Tel: 226-6490
226-0529 ext. 206

E-mail: glsclupp@gmail.com

The National Land Use Plan could be downloaded or viewed on the following websites:
·  www.lands.gov.gy
 ·  www.nre.gov.gy
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Planning is 
about the 
future - 
about how 
we want to 
live and 
what we 
want to 
leave for 
our 
children

What is a Land Use Plan?
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The National Land Use Plan 

 

 

Guyana is a big country with not many people; why do we 
need a land use plan? 

The amount of land is xed; no more land is being made.  So 
we need to conserve and make the best use of the land that 
we have.  This involves planning for that use.  We need to 
plan how best to use the land, both to meet the needs of 
today but also to ensure that future generations – our 
children and grandchildren – have the resources they need 
for their lives.  Should we clear the forest and grow crops, 
harvest the trees to make money in international markets, 
mine minerals and accept the damage that this does to the 
land, or leave the land as it is?  Where should we build our 
houses, our towns and cities?  How will we live?   

It is our land and we need to agree on how to use it. 

 
 

 

 
has been prepared for the whole of Guyana and, now, more 
detailed Land Use Plans are being prepared for each of the 
Regions.  The National Land Use Plan talks about: 

 The Current Situation – maps and data on over 50 
different aspects of our resources, what exists, where 
they exist, and how they are currently used and 
managed.  Topics include the climate, climate change 
and sea-level rise, the nature of the land 
(physiography), geology and minerals, soils, land 
capability for agriculture, forests and forestry, land 
cover and land use, agriculture, sheries, biodiversity 
and conservation, energy, population, poverty, land 
tenure, Amerindian areas, tourism, and infrastructure. 

No more 
land is being 
made so we 
need to use 
what we 
have to the 
best 
advantage 

Continued on page 11 
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And our land has overlapping resources and the land users 
have conicts - loggers and miners, foresters and cultivators, 
housing developers and so forth.  But if we plan for all these 
uses in advance then these conicts can be avoided, and we 
can ensure that Guyana's resources – all resources, not just 
land – are used to the best advantage. 

To respond to the questions above, a National Land Use Plan

One of the resource maps in the National Land Use 
Plan was the Land Capability and Limitation to 
Agriculture and National Land Use/ Land Cover Map 
(shown on the next page)

Why a Land Use Plan?
Challenges posed by the National Land Use Plan 

The NLUP poses more questions than it answers to position us in the right direction.  
Government continues to set policies.  Some key issues are highlighted below. 

Policy: The key national policy influencing development and land use is the Low Carbon 
Development Strategy (LCDS).  Most of Guyana is forested, providing important 
ecosystem services, and the LCDS aims to maintain this beneficial situation.  The 
National Land Use Plan highlights present land use, potential and constraints and 
recommendations.  Short, medium and long-term priorities for development and land 
use, especially how to deal with competing land uses in each of the development 
periods are planned by various Agencies.  Planning ultimately analyses the sustainability 
of activities such as forestry and agriculture against non-sustainable but high-value 
activities such as mining. 

Planning: The NLUP highlights the need to develop the interior; how do we do this while 
continuing to serve the interests of the majority of Guyanese who live in the Coastal 
Plain?  Infrastructure is obviously key; but how much do we invest to service the sparse 
and scattered population in the interior?  With such a small population, Guyana must rely 
on exports; how do we develop export markets and should we continue to export 
through Georgetown or develop a new port at New Amsterdam? 

Information: There was inadequate information for planning in key areas, during development 
of the NLUP.  Some key information needs include an examination of hydropower 
potential within the framework of the LCDS; more precise information on biodiversity so 
that key areas can be properly protected; improved information on forest value – not just 
its timber value but the value of the ecosystem and other services provided to Guyana 
and the World; improved soil information in areas of high potential soils, so that the best 
soils can be more precisely defined and conserved; and improved information on mineral 
occurrences so that mining can be focused in the highest potential areas and conflicts 
with other land uses can be foreseen and resolved in advance. 

Institutional coordination: For the very first time in Guyana, the NLUP brought together all the 
available map (spatial) information on resources and resource use, and converted these 
to one format.  The different concerned agencies now need to communicate better so 
that this valuable database is maintained. 

Beneficial occupation: Especially in the Coastal Plain, large areas of land are not used for the 
purpose specified in the land leases, with some areas actually abandoned.  Meanwhile, 
people are clamouring for land in these same areas.  How can the Government ensure 
that land is used for its most beneficial purpose?  Should non-conforming leases be 
cancelled, the land reverting to the State to be leased to more productive investors?  
Should land rents be raised, even to levels achievable in the private sector, to 
encourage more intensive uses?  How would this affect poorer farmers and how could 
they be protected? 
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Land Use / Land Cover
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Land Capability and Limitation to Agriculture
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The National Land Use Plan used information which was 
already available and prepared analysis from that data which 
you would have seen in some of the maps.  However, there 
were important information gaps.  Filling these gaps would 
allow for improved planning.  Key needs are:

Strengthening Pol icy,  and moni tor ing and 
enforcement and updating Regulations and Laws 

We need better information on physical resources – a 
better understanding of mineral potentials and 
locations, of hydropower potentials within the Low 
Carbon Development Strategy and REDD+ 
commitment, more information on biodiversity and on 
forest value, and more detailed information on the 
l o c a t i o n  o f  g o o d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o i l s .

Government promotes mining, forestry, agriculture 
and tourism, where these compete, what should 
determine the priority?  Forestry and agriculture are 
more sustainable than mining.  And development is 
hampered by poor infrastructure; what are the 
priorities for infrastructure and when will investments 
b e  m a d e ?

Planning procedures and data for informed decision 
making need to be strengthened.  In particular, 
cooperation and information exchange between 
agencies need to be strengthened and formalized.

In the coastal plain there is competition for land.  Yet 
signicant areas of land are abandoned or not used.  
Much of the land demand could be met by enforcing 
better use of the land.  Revoking of leases which are 
not being used for the stated purpose, and increasing 
land rents to encourage more productive uses, are 
ways that this issue is being resolved.

Potential for Biodiversity Protection, Potential Forest 
and Mineral Resources










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Assessment for Potential of Biodiversity Protection, Forestry,
Mineral Resources and Agricultural Lands

Development Options
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options for each area. This is shown on the Development 
Options Map.

                          - with its forestry and mining uses, 
potential for agriculture, and its position as a centre
linking areas of production to transport links and coastal
port(s). Mined out land around Linden could be
developed for industry and export processing
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Available Land
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Climate change threatens Guyana mainly from sea
surges, rather than from sea level rise. Surges 

Details are shown on the Map of Available Land.

from the Guyana Lands and Surveys Commission; for
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42% of Guyana has no land use on it and is

What does the Plan tell us?

Continued from page 2
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